Teaching anaesthetics in the operating theatre.
During an anaesthetic procedure the anaesthetist's main concern is for the patient and his vigilance ensures that the patient is given the best care possible. When a trainee anaesthetist is administering an anaesthetic a tutor is often present to further improve the trainee's practical knowledge or technique. This report presents the results of an investigation of the typical patterns of trainee anaesthetist's behaviour when a tutor is either present or absent in order to establish whether the teaching which occurs in the operating theatre affects the pattern of activity and vigilance. Results indicate that the patterns of behaviour are unaffected by a tutor's presence, and that teaching anaesthetics in the operating theatre may be a legitimate activity which does not interfere with the trainee's prime function of patient care.